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Reply to Office Action dated 12/1 7/03 

REMARKS 

Theforegoingamendments and these remarks are responsive to the Office Action mailed 
December 17, 2003 in connection with the above-identified application. The Applicant notes 
that the Action has been made Final. The instant amendments reduce the number of claims 
pendingand do not add anynewmatter.lt is respectfully requested that the Examiner enter the 
amendments and pass the application to issue. 

Claim R ej ections 3 5 II-S.C. $ 103 

m the Action, clatms 1 and 3-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as be.ng 
a»,icipa,edbyVanH U bene,al.,U.S.Pa te ntNo.5,878,408, m dBhaskaraneta..,U.S.Pa,en,N O . 

6,157,915, and in farther vrew of Bentley et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,063,128. 

In response to the Examiner's rejections, the Applicant has amended Claim 1 to include 

the following steps: 

(a) providing a graphical user interface to allow a user to input a specific geographic 
location of an engineering project 

(b) retrievingregulatorydatafromaWebpagereviewwhichconformstothespecific 

geographic location (using the database of approved URL links); 

(c) retrieving permit information from a Web page review which conforms to a 
specific geographic location (using the database of approved URL links); 

(d) inserting the regulatory data and permit information into the job folder checklist 
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(e) formulating construction procedures and inserting the construction procedures 

into a project flow chart template. 

The instantly amended claim 1 includes the subject matter of claims 12 and 13, which 

have been canceled in the foregoing amendments. 

!„ the Action, the Examiner stated: "Van Huben e, al. as modified still does not teach 
further including a step of selection of regulatory data to conform with a specific location." 

TheExaminercontendsthatBhaskaranetal. teaches furthermcludingastepofselection 

of regulatory data to conform to a specific geographical location, and states that it would have 
been obvious to Van Huben et al. in view of Bhaskaran el al. to include this step. 

The Applicant respectfully disagrees. The Examiner specifically points to Figure 4 of ■ 
Bhaska 1 ane,a,..osuppomh,sasser.ion.TheExaminers«a.es:«SeeFigure4,shows>eci B c 

geographical location" represented by "Part Number" heading which indicates that the party can 
bedisplayedunder-geograph/'asachoicefiomthedrop-dowumenu." However, the relevant 

description in Bhaskaran et al. for Figure 4 (column 6, lines 7-20) is as follows: 

FIG 4 shows an active window 400 that may be accessed by a specific role 
I aver (e g a demand planner) in the supply chain. The active document 400 
Sdes a header 410 which comprises contextual information including fo 
Txamp 0) the name of the originator of the scenario, (ii) the scenario nam ( n 
Se of which the scenario was created, (iv) the planning cycle for which the 
LrawLandMthestatusofthescenario. A»-*£-~££ 
that provides two visual interfaces, selection interface 420 and spreadsheet 

„,erfaee 430 is also provided. The selection interface 420 provides dn l down 
TaoabHit « by selecting records of interest, whereas the spreadsheet .n.erface 
«0 aitows I user to browse and edit the data associated w,th the user 

selection. 
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Refemng «o Fig. 4 in Bhaskaran et al., ,t can be seen on the right hand side that 
"GEOGRAPHY" appears as a selection under the headmg "Columns to Display." Thus, when 
Flg . 4 is evaluated in view of the foregoing descnotion, ,. is apparent that "GEOGRAPHY" is 
th e heading of a column in a spreadsheet whrch rs d.splayed when one selects tine spreadsheet 
int erface4 5 0. Tne selection in.erface420 allows one to rnitially select whichcolumnswrl.be 

the geographtcal "data" is rn a format which can be accessed and viewed on a spreadsheet. 

Bhaskaranetaldonotteachprovidingagraphicaluserinterfacetoallowauserto input 

.ocations. In the example cited by the Examiner ,n Bhaskaran et a.., GEOGRAPHY can be 
selected as a column heading in a spreadsheet contarmng proprietary data. Bhaskaran etal. also 

donotteachretiievtngregula^ 

Also, Bhaskaran et al.'s geographic "data" is concise information presented ,n a column of a 
spreadsheet, whereas the regulatory "data" and permit information in Applicant's mvention is 

with regard to the "data" used in the respective systems. 

Bhaskaran et al. is concerned with managmg supply chains and distribution systems for 
products.andprovidesameanstomanageproductdis.ributionbetweenvanousgeographieareas 

basedonregionaldemand.TheApp.ican«-sinven«io„isd,rec,edtome P lan»rngofengineenn g 
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projects, particular* civi. entering and cor.str.cion projects. In the Applet's invention, 
a single physical location for a project is selected a. the outset of the process, for example by 
inputting a ZIP code. Bhaskaran e. a., coordinates product distribution between different 
geographic regions in a supply chain. Thus, the meaning of the term "geographic location" is 
totally different in the context of Bhaskaran e. al. and Applicant's tnvention. The Applicant 

term "geography in a description of a Internet-based system. The Applicant beheve that thts 
in itself is not sufficient to establish that the respective systems are in any way analogous. 

The Apphcant also disagrees with the Exantiner's assertion that the use of the term 
•industry standards" in Bhaskaran e. a., (column 5, line 31) reads on "regulatory data" in the 
Applicant's system. The term "industry standards" is no, specify defined ,n Bhaskaran et 
a,., therefore the Applicant beheves that one must look to the context of the invention for the 
meaning. Bhaskaran et al. is directed to the movement of goods through a supply chain, i.e. 
finish proves »Mch Have a,rea d y been m anufac,ured and are being moved through the 
marketplace. Thus, the term "industry standards" in Bhaskaran et al. is not referring to 
engineering specifications in the context of construction or manufacturing. The term "industry 
standards" as used in Bhaskaran e, al. could no. posstbly be used to mean regu.a,ory andpermit 
^formation which would be required in civi, engmeering or construction projection as this is 

outside of the context of the disclosure. 

to view of the foregoing, the Applicant believes that it would no. be possible to modify 
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Van Huben e, a,, in view of Bhaskanan e. al. to produce .he App.tcant's invention, and ,ha« the 
prop osed combmation appears* be improper* based on hindsight. is respectfully subm.tted 
to, ,o promulgate the instan, rejection to Examiner must pick and choose discrete dements 
6om Bhaskaran e, al. ont of context, specifically the reference to "geographical regions." 

in the Action, the Examiner confirmed that Van Hnhen et al. does no, teach fnrther 
including a step of selection of regulatory data to conform with a specific location. The 
Applicant beheves that the foregoing demonstrates that mis step is no. taught in Bhaskaran « 



al. 



The Applicant submte .ha. .he ins.an,.y amended claim 1 is pa,entable over Van 
Huben ct al. m view of Bhaskaran e, a.., and that mere ,s therefore no pn„,a face case of 
obviousness. The Applicant therefore respectfclly requests reconsideration and withdrawal of 
therejectionofclaim 1 under 35U.S.C. 103(a). The A P plicantfcr,hersubmi,s.ha,claims3-ll 
and 14 are now allowable because they depend from an al.owable base clam, The Applicant 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
and 14. Claims 12 and 13 have been cancelled. 



Conclusion 

The Applicant respectfully submits that the application now stands in condition for 
allowance. The Examiner is requested to telephone the understgned in order to discuss any 
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further objections, allowing Applicant to expedite a response. 

Respectfully submitted, 



MCHALE & SLAVIN, P.A. 




McHale & Slavin, P.A. 
2855 PGA Blvd. 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 
(561) 625-6575 - VOICE 
(561)625-6572 -FAX 
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